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Trek Larapinta Trek Larapinta 


Trail * 


Walk into the outback, and B 
enjoy the spectacular 
. MacDonnell Range National 
Mt Zeil Park, birds, wildlife, plants, 
Ë bushtucker, geology, historya 
» Mt Razorback and culture. 
NA Distances are around 15 km.: 

ep Redbank Gorge perdayandyoucanwalkfor ^ TEMATI 
KA Jd | one day only, or camp overnightin a. Wad esas sbedroll) ` 
le ° or.continue to walk for two days, or as. many days as you like: 
je » Mt Sonder You only carry lunch and a water bottle, we bring the overnight: 

/e camp to you. 
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Os" Different levels of experience are catered for ` 
€; Serpentine Chalet as sections nl the trail vary from <lass B for nearer 
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On-foot you can smell, touch and taste the 
bush with.Dr. Charlie Carter, your expert `. 
guide.‘A passionate and encyclopaedic lover ` ` 
of the outback’ (Alan Franks, London Times) ` 
he has 30 years of experience. in Central: 
Australia, a doctorate in biology and a first: 
hand knowledge of Aboriginal culture. : 
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walkers; to class C for more experienced walkers. ` 


One day Walk 986 

Pick up from Accommodation 7.30 am, transfer to tail, lunch . 
provided, return approx. 4.30 pm Bring - day pack, camera, jacket, ` 
binoculars, comfortable walking:shoes, wide brimmed ha 


Overnight walk 9l Fully catered 

Day walk plus a night in a swag under the stars with dinner and. 
breakfast. We bring the camp and your small overnight kit, and 
return you to your hotel approx 8. 30 am, 


Two day one night walk Seg 
The above plus an extra day’s walk. 
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° ° Mt. Sonder Special 98 
d è Mulga Camp (3 days 2 nights) Climb the highest peak at the end af the trail; 
° ° with panoramic views and rare flora and fauna. Depart Alice ` 
O % 2.00 pm and drive 160 km through the West Macdonnell.Ranges ` 
gut e S Y V 
g ° OSimpsons Gap — to Redbank Gorge. Camp overnight and with an early start climb 
[7 x — Mt. Sonder, a strenuous walk, 16 km return with an ascent of 
HE À * Wallaby Gap š netu 900 metres (class C) Relax around the camp fire the second `` 
EN a night, sleep in after the walk, and return to Alice approx: 12 
E noon, ic 
< ce Oe 
/G y, Old Telegraph Station BOOKINGS 08 8953 2933 
* f avi x 
UE BI v APRIL TO OCTOBER 
ST. o O N 
: a www.treklarapinta.com. au 
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The Larapinta Trail 


central Australia 


Background Notes 

The Larapinta Trail is an 
exciting long distance walking 
track through the spectacular 
West MacDonnell and 
Chewings Ranges across the 
heart of central Australia. 


This staged long distance Trail 
is being established as part of 
the Parks and Wildlife 
Commission of the Northern 
Territory's development of the 
world-class West MacDonnell 
National Park. 


The Trail is an extended 
walking track running 
approximately 250 kilometres 
along the backbone of the West 
MacDonnell and Chewings 
Ranges - from Alice Springs 
west to Mount Sonder. Eight 
sections of the Trail are open, 
with the remaining sections to 
open as completed in the next 
two to three years. At present 
the Trail offers over 150 
kilometres of track through 
this ancient and fascinating 
arid landscape. 


West MacDonnell 
National Park 

The steep red slopes of the 
West MacDonnell and 
Chewings Ranges rise 
dramatically from the central 
Australian desert. Variously 
described as "ramparts of red- 
orange cliffs" or "striking 
razorback ridges that split the 
plain like a giant wedge", there 
can be no doubting the 
spectacular and breathtaking 
scene that these ancient 
mountains present. They typify 
the rugged landscapes of "The 
Centre" with the changing hues 
of their mountain peaks, 


rolling hilis and dry river 
valleys made famous in the 
paintings of Albert Namatjira. 


It is the grandeur and timeless 
beauty of these Ranges that is 
the backdrop and setting for the 
Larapinta Trail. 


The West MacDonnells are a 
unigue attraction - the "desert 
ranges" of central Australia. 
Within such an area of 
outstanding natural appeal it is 
the Parks and Wildlife 
Commission's aim that the 
Larapinta Trail be developed to 
rank with the other great walks 
of Australia and the world. 


The Trail provides walkers with 
an unequalled opportunity to 
experience the Ranges’ 
breathtaking and ancient 
landscape and take in their 
special wild and remote places. 
The Trail crosses a variety of 
terrain - from high exposed 
ridgelines with spectacular 
views, to lush sheltered gorges 
home to many of the arid 
zone's rare plants. Each section 
of the Trail has its own special 
character and appeal, however 
on all sections the "desert 
ranges” scenery will be 
outstanding. The Trail also 
links the National Parks 
established and better known 
visitor attractions, using these 
as access points where walkers 
may start or end their 
adventure. 


Track Standards and 
Logistics 

The Trail is primarily intended 
to appeal to “trekkers” - that is 
people who are not 
“wilderness” or "map and 


Parks & Wildlife Commission of the Northern Territory 
Regional Office - Arid Zone Research Institute, Tom Hare Building 
South Stuart Highway, ALICE SPRINGS NT 0870 


PO Box 1046 ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871 
Ph: (08) 8951 8211 Fax: (08) 8951 8268 
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compass” bushwalkers but 
nevertheless are capable 
walkers prepared to carry 
reasonable loads and to camp 
out. The entire Trail will be 
passable to this type of walker. 
However, some sections will be 
designed to slightly higher 
standards with additional 
facilities, in order to be 
attractive to people with less 
bushwalking experience or 
determination. Section 1 of the 
Trail from the Alice Springs 
Telegraph Station west to 
Simpsons Gap is one such 
easier section. 


Walkers can join or leave the 
Trail at a number of 
conventional and four-wheel 
drive vehicle access points at 
regular intervals along its 
route. In effect, the Trail wil! 
comprise a connected series of 
shorter sections, each a one or 
two day walk, between these 
trailheads. In this way people 
can choose from a day hike to a 
two week adventure on the 
Trail. Once it is fully 
completed, a total of twelve 
sections will join to make up 
the entire Trail. 


Several sections of the Trail are 
constructed to "Class B" 
standard which is best 
described as being to "boot" 
standard. The Trail is well 
defined throughout with a 
cleared and levelled surface of 
in-situ material just under one 
metre wide and vegetation 
cleared. Grades are moderate in 
places, but generally less than 1 
in 4. Rough steps, cross drains, 
rock-bars and other minor 
Works are constructed where 
required to limit erosion and 


` make the Trail more easily 
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passable. The remainder of the Trail, 
notably those sections through rougher 
or more difficult country, are 
constructed to the slightly lower "Class 
C" standard. These sections appear more 
as a well used footpad or track and have 
more difficult stretches, without being 
dangerous. Some rock scrambling may 
be required on these sections. The Trail 
is nevertheless clearly defined and 
passable throughout. These more 
difficult sections of the Trail are 
recommended for walkers withsome 
hiking experience. 


Campsites, including some minor 
facilities, have been developed at the 
more frequently used sections of the 
Trail. Elsewhere recommended 
campsites are identified, but no facilities 
provided, and walkers are permitted to 
camp where they choose. 


At present walker's campfires are 
permitted, with care, along the Trail but 
we encourage walkers to carry portable 
cooking appliances to reduce the impact 
of wood collection. No rubbish disposal 
facilities are provided except at the start 
and end of some sections. It is therefore 
required that hikers follow the "carry in, 
carry out" principle, which is to take out 
all rubbish that you take on your hike 
and if possible more. 


The Trail is signposted with direction 
markers - especially at major track 
junctions, crossing points, spur takeoffs 
and other possible points of confusion. 
The entire route will also be posted with 
distance markers and each individual 
section marked in it its own right. 
Distances run from the eastern or Alice 
Springs end of the Trail. 


Visitor Information 

A separate Visitor Guide Pamphlet is 
available for each section of Trail for a 
small fee. These pamphlets provide 
route orientation information including a 
detailed map, descriptions of features of 
interest along the way, and detailed 
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Ask at Central Australian Tourism Industry 
publications - Touring the Great Outdoors 


safety or emergency information. 


Major track-heads at the start and 
end of each section of Trail feature 
an array of signs introducing people 
to the Trail as a whole, providing 
general safety and precautionary 
information, and giving an overview 
of the adjoining sections of Trail. 


Safety 

Walker safety is a prime 
consideration. Drinking water 
supplies are established at a 
maximum of a two-day walk or 30 
kilometre intervals. The quality of 
the water supplies cannot be 
guaranteed and it is recommended 
walkers either boil the water or use 
sterilising tablets, such as Puritabs 
or a filter. 


Walkers are advised to carry 
at least a two day supply of 
water, recommended as 8 
litres for an adult (4 litres per 
day), and some spare for 
emergencies. More water may 
be required if planning to walk in 
warmer weather. 


For your own safety it is 
recommended that you leave details 
of your planned hike with a friend. 
In addition to this the Parks and 
Wildlife Commission also offers a 
Overnight Walkers Registration 
Scheme for walkers who want the 
security of leaving their intended 
route and return times with 
authorities. A refundable deposit is 
required to register by ringing 1300 
650 730. 


It is strongly advised that walking 
the trail should only be attempted 
between April & October, outside 
these dates the temperatures in 
Central Australia are very high and 
walking should only be attempted in 
early mornings or late afternoons. 


LARAPINTA 
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Association (08) 8952 5800 for more informat 
- Parks and Reserves of Central Australia and the Top End 


Present Status 

At present Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the 
Trail west from Alice Springs to 
Standley Chasm are open and in use 
- representing a total of 60 
kilometres of track. Further west 
Sections 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 
comprising 90 kilometres of track, 
is also open. 


Section 1 of the Trail, a 23 
kilometre overnight walk from the 
Alice Springs Telegraph Station west 
to Simpsons Gap, was completed 
and opened in mid 1990. It has 
proved tremendously popular, 
amongst both locals and tourists, 
with usage levels estimated in the 
order of 2,000 walkers per year. 
This includes a high proportion of 
day walkers on selected Parts of the 
Trail. 


This section features superb views 
over Alice Springs and the 
surrounding lowlands. Visitors also 
follow the Aboriginal dreaming 
track of an ancient Euro (hill 
kangaroo) ancestor for several 
kilometres, trace part of the original 
Overland Telegraph Line route, and 
enjoy superb bird watching 
opportunities. A bushwalker's 
camping area, with water and basic 
facilities, has been established 
approximately halfway at the scenic 
Wallaby Gap. 


Section 2 is a further 23 kilometre 
overnight walk from Simpsons Gap 
west to Jay Creek near the Old 
Hamilton Downs Youth Camp. 


This section has been constructed to 
the same "boot" standard as Section 
1. However, as it is more distant 
from Alice Springs and traverses 
less well known areas it has a 
slightly more remote and 
challenging feel for most visitors. 
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Highlights of this section 
include passing through the 
"home" of one of the few 
Brushtail Possum colonies in 
the central Australia; exploring 
a landscape of rock outcrops 
over 2,000 million years old; 
following in the footsteps of 
explorer Gilbert McMinn; and 
browsing in a "bush 
supermarket" of traditional 
Aborigimal foods and 
medicines. 


Section 3 is a short but difficult 
length of Trail continuing west 
from Jay Creek for 


approximately 14 kilometres to ' 


Standley Chasm. It passes 
through some of the steepest 
and most rugged country in the 
Ranges with scenery varying 
from moist sheltered gullies to 
spectacular vantage points. 


This Section involves ascents 
and descents of over 350 
metres as the Trail climbs the 
high broken ridges of the 
Chewings Range. Rare plants 
and spectacular views abound 


in terrain that the few people 
who have enjoyed it, up until 
now, describe as more like the 
rugged wilds of southwest 
Tasmania than central Australia. 


By necessity Section 3 has been 
developed to the more difficult 
"Class C" standard, and is 
suited to fitter walkers with 
some previous experience. To 
fully appreciate the rugged 
beauty of this section it is 
recommended as an overnight 
walk. An alternative “low” 
route is available on this 
section for those visitors not 
able or willing to undertake the 
climb to the summit of the 
Chewings Range. The section 
ends with the option of 
packhauling and wading 
through sheltered waterholes in 
Standley Chasm. 


Aboriginal people from 
Standley Chasm - an 
established and well-known 
Aboriginal-owned tourist 
attraction in "The centre", 
constructed section 3. 


Further west along the Range is 
Section 8 of the Trail, this is a 
19 kilometre length of Trail 
from Serpentine Gorge to the 
Ochre Pits. This section offers 
exhilarating views as the Trail 
runs along the high quartzite 
ridgelines that so typity the 
West MacDonnell Ranges. The 
ridge above Serpentine Gorge 
such as Counts Point seem like 
the top of the world. There are 
views to Haasts Bluff on the 
western horizon, past Mt. Zeil 
at 1531 metres (the highest 
point in the Northern Territory) 
and Mt. Sonder. the comet 
crater of Gosse Bluff, across the 
Missionary Plains south to 
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Hermannsburg, east along the 
razorback Heavitree Range, and 
north over the Alice Valley to 
Mt. Giles dominating the jagged 
Chewings Range. 


Section 8 makes these 
spectacular panoramas 
accessible to even novice 
backpackers. It has opened the 
grand sweep of the West 
MacDonnell Ranges, from one 
of its High ridges, for more 
visitors to enjoy than was ever 
previously thought possible. 
Section 8 may also be 
undertaken as two separate full 
day walks for those not 
prepared or able to camp out. 


Section 9, opened in 1997, is 
one of the more difficult 
sections of the Trail taking you 
into the rugged heart of the 
range country. This section 
begins at Inarlanga Pass, a four 
kilometre walk from the Ochre 
Pits and ends at Ormiston 
Gorge. It is recommended to 
allow two days to complete this 
27 kilometre section with 
overnight camping permitted 
either on the ridgetop or in the 
gorge below the lookout. As 
with Section 8 this section 
provides spectacular views of 
the surrounding country. From 
a lookout located at a height of 
1088 metre views of the 
spectacular Tnorala (Gosse 
Bluff}, an ancient comet crater 
and Mt. Giles, the highest point 
in the Chewings Range reward 
those who travel this section. 


Section 10, a shorter length of 
track linking the popular 
attractions of Glen Helen Gorge 
and Ormiston Gorge, is 
constructed to the higher "Class 
B" standard, this section winds 
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through rolling limestone hills at the 
headwaters of the Finke River with 
views to the surrounding ranges and Mt. 
Sonder. The tourist resort and facilities 
of Glen Helen Lodge are located at the 
western end of this section. 


Section 11 of the Trail (also opened in 
1997) begins four kilometres from Glen 
Helen Homestead along Section 10. This 
25 kilometre section is recommended as 
a two day journey and provides close-up 
views of the majestic Mt. Sondtr. A part 
of this section of Trail involves a climb 
from Davenport Creek to a quartzite 
ridge offering impressive views of the 
surrounding countryside. 


Section 11 allows hikers to experience a 
variety of habitats from rocky ridgetops 
to dry creekbeds lined with majestic 
River Red Gums. This section has been 
completed to a "Class C" standard and is 
therefore suitable for more experienced 
hikers. 


Section 12 of the Trail is a 16 kilometre 
return walk leading from Redbank Gorge 
up Mt. Sonder (the symbol of West 
MacDonnell National Park). This section 
is over rocky and steep terrain and is 
more suited to experienced and fit 
bushwalkers. However, the arduous 
climb to the peak is well worth the 
effort. The views from the summit of 
Mt. Sonder are some of the most 
spectacular available in the West 
MacDonnells. Walkers are rewarded 
with breathtaking views in all 
directions. Ranges, plains, valleys and 
saltlakes create magnificent vistas. This 
is a place to experience the grandeur of 
the desert landscape. 


telephone (08) 8951 5210 


| the Trail as it winds westward 


With eight sections completed, the 
Larapinta Trail is proving a great 
success as both an attraction and an 
experience for visitors. So much so 
that it won the 1991 Northern 
Territory Tourism "Brolga Award" 
for the most outstanding 
environmental heritage and cultural 
tourism attraction. 


Guided Walks 

Trek Larapinta offer guided 
walking expeditions on the 
Larapinta Trail, and elsewhere in 
central Australia. 


Bookings can be made with Trek 
Larapinta by phoning: 


1800 803 174 


Commercial tour operators offer 
transfer services, contact the Central 
Australian Tourism Industry 
Association (08) 8952 5800 for more 
information. 


Information about these walks, and 
other tourism attractions or 
services in the region, may be 
obtained from the central Australian | 
Tourism Information Centre on 
Gregory Terrace in Alice Springs, 


Future Sections 
Planning and route selection is 
proceeding for further sections of 


through the Ranges. It is intended 
that the remainder of the Trail will 
be developed in stages over the 
next two to three years. 


A Great Experience 

The reasons underlying the 
Larapinta Trail's immediate 
popularity are not hard to find. 
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It is the first properly marked overnight 
walking track to be developed in central 
Australia. As such it meets the sizeable, 
but until now unsatisfied demand, for 
longer distance bushwalking among the 
region's visitors. It enables more people 
to have closer contact with this "desert 
ranges" environment and its varied 
natural attractions that are the inherent 
appeal of the West MacDonnell Ranges. 
What's more, they can now do this with 
relative ease and safety. Combine this 
with the rapidly increasing popularity of 
outdoor/adventure and environmental/ 
experience holidays and the Trail's appeal 
is beyond doubt. 


All the indications are that the Larapinta 
Trail is well on the way to realising its 
potential as one of Australia's great 
bushwalks. 


People seeking more information on the | 
Larapinta Trail may contact the Parks 
and Wildlife Commission Office, Alice | 
Springs Monday to Friday: | 

PO Box 1046 | 
ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871 
Telephone (08) 8951 8211 | 
Fax (08) 8951 8268 


Or the Visitor information Centre, every 
day: 


Gregory Terrace 


| Alice Springs NT 0870 | 
| Telephone ` (08) 8951 5210 
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5800 for more information about parks including the 
Central Australia and the Top End 


WITH COMPLIMENTS 


NORTHERN TERRITORY HOLIDAY SHOP 

A division of the NORTHERN TERRITORY TOURIST COMMISSION 
Shop 28 Darling Walk 1-25 Harbour St 

Darling Harbour Sydney NSW 2000 

Tel: (02) 8281 5000 Fax: (02) 8281 5011 

Corporate Information: www.nttc.com.au 

Holiday Information: www.ntholidays.com 


ae Northern Territory Government ABN 17 435 764 236 


AUSTRALIA'S | OUTBACK 


NORTHERN TERRITORY 


